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During the week ended May 3, there were inspected at the port of 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 57 immigrants ; passed, 57 ; detained, none. 
Eespectfully, Victor G. Heisek, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CHINA. 

Confirming reports of cholera in Canton and vicinity. 
[No. 181.] 

Canton, China, March 29, 1902. 

Sir : In further continuation of my No. 176 regarding the spread of 
Asiatic cholera in Canton and vicinity, I have the honor to report as 
follows : 

His honor, Sum, magistrate of the Heungshau District, which has a 
population of considerably over 1,000,000, reported to me on the morn- 
ing of March 19, 1902, that cholera was spreading rapidly through his 
district and that several hundred natives had fallen victims. I there- 
fore cabled to the Department as follows, sending at the same time a 
duplicate dispatch to Minister Conger at Peking : 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. ft: Cholera spreading in Heungshau ; ahating 
Canton. — McWade. 

I was, I can assure you, very glad to be able to add that the disease 
was abating at this port. Among its victims, since my No. 176, were 
2 sisters belonging to the French convent, 1 of whom died here on 
Shameen. Among the native victims was Yue Yam Ting, the pro- 
prietor of 6 large drug stores and dispensaries, in which he drove a 
thriving business in a cholera mixture, which he asserted was a specific 
for cholera. He employed upward of 1,000 workmen and coolies in 
the preparation of his "medicines" and was a mandarin, by purchase. 

On learning from missionary sources and from Chinese officials that 
about 200 deaths from cholera had occurred in Patshan within the past 
two days, and that the disease was apparently spreading rapidly, I 
cabled on March 22, 1902, as follows, duplicating my cablegram to 
Minister Conger : 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. ft : Cholera raging in Fatshan ; ahating 
decidedly Canton. — McWade. 

On March 29, 1902, I received the following official report from the 
Eev. Andrew Beattie, Ph. D., American Presbyterian mission: 

Shek Lung, China, March 26, 1902. 
Consul McWade: I have just spent three days in the district, city of Tsang Shing, 
and find that there is considerable plague there. About 20 deaths from it were 
reported within the last two weeks. Some casae of cholera are reported in the neigh- 
borhood of Shek Lung and Tungkun City, but I have not been able to ascertain to what 
extent the disease prevails. 

Respectfully, Andrew Beattik. 

Immediately after its receipt I cabled to the Department as follows, 
also transmitting a duplicate to Minister Conger at Peking : 

Secretary op State, Washington, D. ft: Twenty deaths plague Tsang Shing. 
Sporadic cholera Shek Lung and Tungkun. Cholera Canton almost disappeared. — 
McWade. 
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It is pleasant to be able to add that the long-prayed-for rains have at 
last made their welcome appearance, and that there are no signs of 
plague either in Canton or in its vicinity. 

Respectfully, Robert MoWade, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Seceetaey of State. 

Report from Hongkong. 

Hongkong, China, April 1, 1902. 

Sie : I have the honor to transmit herewith the abstract of bills of 
health issued at this station during the week ended March 29, 1902. 

Five vessels were inspected, fill individuals were bathed at the 
disinfecting station, and 738 bundles of clothing and bedding were 
disinfected by steam. There were 2 rejections because of fever. 

The return of communicable diseases for the week show that the fol- 
lowing diseases occurred in the colony, viz, 17 cases of cholera and 16 
deaths, 5 cases of enteric fever, and 5 cases of smallpox and 5 deaths. 
Of the total number of cholera cases, 6 were imported from Singapore 
and 1, an European, was imported from Canton. Unofficial reports 
from Canton state that cholera continues severe in the city and that the 
disease has spread to the surrounding country. The local press states 
that the Chinese in Canton believe that the present sickness is caused 
by the foreigners poisoning the water. 

A cablegram from Dr. Anna Scott, of the American Baptist mission 
at Swatow, states that cholera has not made its appearance in that city. 
A cablegram was also received by Castle Wolfe & Co., during the week 
from the United States consul at Toochow stating that there has been 
no cholera in that city thus far. 

The mortality returns for the month of February, 1902, show that 
355 deaths were reported in the colony, a percentage mortality of 14.4 
per 1,000 per annum for the total population excluding the army and 
navy. The percentage mortality among the British and foreign popu- 
lation was 21.3 per 1,000; among the Chinese land population, 15.5 per 
1,000, and among the harbor population, 17.8 per 1,000. Of the total 
deaths reported, 5 were due to smallpox, 1 to diphtheria, 3 to enteric 
fever, 13 to diarrhea, 3 to dysentery, and 1 to bubonic plague, 20 to 
malaria, 24 to beriberi, 1 to meningitis, 13 to tetanus, 32 to bronchitis, 
28 to pneumonia, and 66 to phthisis pulmonalis. 

Respectfully, John W. Kerr, 

Assistant Surgeon, JJ. S. M. H. S. 

The Suegeon-Geneeal, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Plague epidemic at East Honam. 

Department op State, 
Washington, D. G, May 2, 1902. 
Sie : I have the honor to advise you for the information of U. S. 
Marine-Hospital Service, that the Department is in receipt of a tele- 
gram from the consul of the United States at Canton, China, under date 
of the 1st instant which reads : " Plague epidemic East Honam, Canton 
decreasing." 

Respectfully, John Hay, 

Secretary of State. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 



